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1.  INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Purpose 

This document presents the philosophies that will underpin all decisions related to the potential 
development of a dedicated Table Tennis Pavilion for Table Tennis at the East Fremantle Tennis 
Centre. It describes the intended relationship that the project will have with all stakeholders including 
club members, neighbours, Town of East Fremantle, facility users (hirers) and the community.  It also 
covers fundamentals of financing, project management structure and design basis. 

All subsequent design, development and project management decisions for the project shall be made 
in service to these philosophies. 

1.2. Background 

Fremantle Table Tennis Club 

Table Tennis has been played in the Fremantle area probably since the game was invented (1902). 

It was formally played in the 1940’s when the Fremantle Police Boy’s Table tennis Club was 
operating with 4 Tables in South Terrace near the southern end of Fremantle Oval. The club had 
pennant teams competing in the Western Australian Table tennis association. 

Since that time up to date, there have been many performances of note by Fremantle players. Arthur 
Marshall was an Australian ranked junior. Bill Bates (then living in Victoria) won The World Veterans 
over 80 singles in Hohhot China in 2010. In The same tournament Gordon Lee beat Dieter Lippelt, 
World and European Champion, in the over 70 singles. In The World Veterans in Stockholm Sweden 
Lee partnered Stolzenburg from Germany to win the Silver medal. There have been many Australian 
representatives, and the area has produced International umpires, and qualified coaches. 

At the present time Fremantle area Table Tennis players are catered for in a variety of premises. The 
main one being Samson Recreation Centre. The players there have 10 tables put up and down for 5 
sessions weekly, total 12 hours, every week of the year. This group has followed the thread from 
South Terrace started in the 1940’s ( vacated for Stan Reilly homes),to South Fremantle High School, 
2 tables (outgrown), to Hilton park Bowling Club 4 tables (outgrown), then to Samson Recreation 
Centre 10 tables. All have been rented accommodation with only Hilton Park Bowling Club with any 
social intercourse, bar, dancehall, music nights. Hilton Park Bowling have unused greens due to a 
decline in membership. This would have been a good place for Table tennis. The Use of a green, 
which was overrun with weeds, for a Table tennis hall, the increased use of Bowling Club facilities by 
new table tennis social members for the Bowling Club. The city of Fremantle however have other 
priorities for that area. Other places where small groups get together where Samson Recreation Centre 
do not have the hours available include Melville Recreation area, Mission to Seafarers Fremantle, 
many schools, and some Universities in the area, all playing in sub-standard halls. That is, on carpet, 
dim lights, and low ceilings. 
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Fremantle Table Tennis Club in action at Samson Recreation Centre (with President, Gordon Lee) 

 

Table Tennis Australia and Table Tennis WA 

Table Tennis is arguably the most PARTICIPATED ball sport 
in the World, with Asia now the dominant area. China alone 
has 60 million registered players at last count. Korea, Japan, 

India and Indonesia all have a huge participation rate. Every Sovereign country in the world is a 
member of The International Table Tennis Federation.  

Because of Australia’s fast increasing multicultural population the game’s participation numbers are 
sure to increase. 

Table Tennis Australia and Table Tennis Western Australia have progressive Boards of Management 
and have an agenda to provide good quality, high standard of play facilities throughout the country. 
Fremantle Club wish to take a step in that direction, by obtaining an attractive playing facility, open 
most hours of each day of the week, catering for all interested participants. 

Western Australia is lacking in facilities for Table 
tennis. There is only one place where the tables are not 
put up and down at every session of play. That is 
Association headquarters. It has 7 Tables in east 
Victoria Park. It is substandard and an embarrassment 
to a sport. 

   

 

 

 

Men’s Change rooms at Headquarters (The premium 
WA facility). One urinal, one cubicle, no showers. 
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The East Fremantle Tennis Centre, located on Preston Point Road, is the home of East Fremantle 
Lawn Tennis Club (EFLTC), TennisFactory professional tennis coaching, the Taoist Tai Chi Society 
of Australia, and Peter Humphry Yoga.  Under the management of the EFLTC, the centre offers 
sporting, health and social opportunities that are open to members of these groups, whilst also 
encouraging and coordinating the use of the facilities by the general public, through tennis court hire 
and hall hire.  

 

East Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club is a friendly sporting club with 110 years of 
history and a busy calendar of tennis 
and social events. The Club hosts 
regular open days, dinners, BBQs, 

games nights and other social functions. Tennis can be 
played year-round at almost any time of the day or night. 
Organised social and/or competitive play is held most days.   

The club currently hosts 13 teams in the Tennis West 
pennants competitions across all ages (juniors through to veterans) and skill levels (first time 
competitor through to elite).  

East Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club has expressed a keen interest in developing a shared facility at the 
East Fremantle Tennis Centre that includes a new permanent, dedicated Table Tennis Hall.   

Bringing the growing sport of Table Tennis together with 
Tennis in a single shared facility will enhance both sporting 
club's participation rates, economic strength and social 
contacts across all age groups, genders and ethnic groups. 

A Memorandum of Understanding has been signed by 
EFLTC and FTTC for the purpose of developing a shared 
project consisting of a Table Tennis Hall, shared upstairs 
clubrooms and amenities, and associated utilities.  
 

 

Graeme Smith (EFLTC President) and Gordon Lee (FTTC President), with Paul Hemsley (Clubhouse 
Redevelopment Subcommittee), sign the MOU at East Fremantle Tennis Centre. 

Tennis Factory runs a professional tennis coaching program from East 
Fremantle Tennis Centre six days per week with tennis lessons for juniors and 
adults for all ages and abilities. Tennis Factory manages the Sunday morning 
Tennis West league junior pennants competition, runs Saturday morning Junior 

Club and conducts the East Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club Junior Championships and East Fremantle 
Junior Tennis Classic tennis tournament in December for the club. 

The East Fremantle Junior Tennis Classic tennis tournament has been held at the East Fremantle 
Tennis Centre each December for the past 32 years, giving thousands of juniors the opportunity to 
experience tournament tennis. Past winners include Pat Cash, Liz Smiley, Jenny Byrne, Paul Kilderry 
and Casey Dellacqua. 
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Taoist Tai Chi Society of Australia 
hosts Tai Chi classes at the East 
Fremantle Tennis Centre hall most 
days of the week. Around Australia, people are enjoying the many benefits of practising Taoist Tai 
Chi™ internal arts of health in the friendly atmosphere of their volunteer, non-profit and charitable 
organization. New and visiting members are welcome at all classes. Health Recovery classes are 
ongoing weekly support classes to assist those who have special health needs or physical challenges, 
to develop muscle strength, better balance, mobility and flexibility and are open to beginner students 
anytime.  

 

Peter Humphry Yoga provides regular Yoga classes at the East Fremantle Tennis Centre providing 
classes open to all, including beginners, for strength, flexibility, balance and relaxation. 

 

Town of East Fremantle strive to ensure the community and 
families of East Fremantle continue to enjoy the standard of 
amenity of their forebears, with space for children to play and 
a sense of history and community unparalleled elsewhere.  
Their strong long-term support for the East Fremantle Lawn 
Tennis Club is testament to this.  With a new 20 year lease in place for the East Fremantle Tennis 
Centre facilities, it is essential that this redevelopment project and the EFLTC strategic plan aligns 
with the vision of the Town of East Fremantle. 

 

Tennis Australia and Tennis West provide support and oversight to the 
Tennis community in Australia and Western Australia respectively.  Their 
primary role is to ensure the commercial viability of tennis, oversee the 
development of grassroots programs, manage competitions and tournaments, 
and promote tennis at all levels.  

Improving community tennis facilities and places to play is a key focus area of Tennis Australia and 
one the sport views as vitally important to encourage more people to participate in tennis. In addition, 
providing welcoming, sustainable and quality tennis environments, that are well managed and 
operated, is a key strategic driver of Tennis Australia’s Places to Play team. Supporting clubs, facility 
owners and managers to deliver these environments is critical to their and our success. 
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2.  PROJECT SUMMARY 

EFLTC and FTTC have jointly developed preliminary plans for a new two-storey pavilion, with the 
bottom level providing a dedicated Table Tennis playing area and the upper level providing shared 
Clubrooms, including viewing decks over the tennis show courts.  

Bringing the growing sport of Table Tennis together with Tennis in a single shared facility will 
enhance both sporting club's participation rates, economic strength and social connections across all 
age groups, genders and ethnic groups. 

The table tennis club have in writing unreserved support for this project from Table tennis Australia 
and Table tennis Western Australia.  

2.1. References 

Document No. Rev Author Title 

EFTC-CRP-01 0 Paul Hemsley EFLTC Clubhouse Redevelopment Philosophy 

EFTC-CRP-08 1 Paul Hemsley MOU EFLTC & FTTC 

EFTC-CRP-09 A Paul Hemsley Precinct Plan Submission to ToEF 
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3.  PROPERTY USE 

Usage 7 days a week 

Mornings - 9am to 12pm:  Seniors, Schools, Disabled, Coaching 

Afternoons - 12pm to 6pm:  Seniors, Schools, Disabled, Coaching 

Evenings - 6pm to 10pm:  Training, Pennants, Social play. 

Play during all hours: individual table hire, locals, universities , small social groups, overseas visitors, 
lunch time office workers, FIFO workers. Inclement weather play, during storms, heat, bad light 
unsuitable for other local sports. 

4.  CLUB ADMINISTRATION 

The Fremantle Table tennis Club administration team to manage complete Table Tennis operation 
once facility is complete. 

Current administration includes: 

Gordon Lee. President and Finance 

Peter Jokic. Vice President, Hall Manager and Qualified Coach (Seniors, Juniors, Disabilities). 

Committee From Othmar Beerli, Nanako Nomura, Steve Burnet, Adam Peck, Sim Batley, 
Colin Bowler. 

Current administration will liaise with EFLTC in design and all matters relating to Table Tennis at the 
proposed Tennis Centre project (see EFLTC web site). 

On completion of building project, Table Tennis administration will take less time in some areas, 
which will allow more time for servicing participants and attending to other details. For instance each 
current session now played before our new premises are completed requires up to 6 volunteers to 
wheel table (halves) out of store, assemble each one, attach and adjust nets. Then put barriers in place 
between the 10 tables, then repeat in reverse and store gear away after play. This operation takes 
approximately ½ an hour in each of our 5 sessions a week. 
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5.  FACILITIES 

The aims of a purpose built facility, and the joining with one or more groups with similar aims are: 

• To have quality equipment, which does not have to be packed up and rolled, stacked together 
each session (260 times a year at the moment). The gear will last much longer. 

• To be able to offer play every hour of the day.  In Auckland, NSW and Victoria swipe cards 
allow those that work in the catering industry, or other people such as FIFO workers play at 
different times to the norm. 

• To have sufficient numbers in a joint facility, such as showers/café so as to be able to run 
things financially with a comfortable and friendly environment. This would be more pleasant 
than anything currently in use. 

• To accommodate and encourage every age group, male, female, and ethnic back ground to 
participate, and introduce them to sports common to Australia which are new to them, and are 
played in our vicinity.  

• To provide an all-weather participation sport venue so that if it’s raining, windy or extremely 
hot anyone wishing to join in an indoor activity can do so. 

 

NOTE: 

The new sports stadium at Burswood (for instance) cost $1.6 billion for 60,000 people to eat and drink 
whilst watching just 40 participants compete for just a few hours. 

A new table tennis facility as envisaged here may cost $2 million, take up about 800m2 of real estate, 
and allow a maximum of 730 participants have 4 hours of exercise per week. That’s club open 13 
hours a day, 8 tables = 728 table hours x 4 players per table= 2912 player hours of exercise per week. 
Say each person wants 4 hours per week = 730 people exercising 4 hours per week. 
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